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BUDGET
Hampshire County Council has approved a £2.1 billion budget spending on local services for 
2021/22. Plans for the next financial year focus on the county’s ongoing work associated with the 
pandemic, support for vulnerable children and adults, investment in Hampshire’s roads and 
infrastructure to support economic recovery, as well as climate change mitigation.

The annual council tax charge for a Band D property will be £1,350.45 – an increase of £1.23 per 
week, equating to 4.99%, of which 3% is for adults’ social care – a Government request. The budget 
includes £13 million for the maintenance of 5,500 miles of roads and an extra £1.2 million in carbon 
reduction measures across the County Council. HCC’s four-year capital programme of £744 million is 
one of the largest in the country.
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/25022021HCCbudgetdecisionFeb2021

GRANT BOOST FOR CHILDREN’S FOOD SCHEMES THIS EASTER
Hampshire County Council has awarded grants totalling £384,576 to local organisations that are 
providing free activities and a meal to disadvantaged children during the Easter break (2 April to 16 
April 2021)
The County Council will be seeking applications for the summer holiday (26 July to 1 September 
2021) in the coming months and again, later in the year, for Christmas. Organisations should go to the 
connect4communities.org website for details as well as application forms and guidance.

SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACES
Despite the rising demand for school places, yet again, the vast majority of Hampshire pupils will be 
going to one of their preferred secondary schools this autumn. This is due in no small part to the 
continued investment by Hampshire County Council in expanding our schools to keep pace with the 
growth in pupil numbers, which has continued over the past year despite pandemic restrictions.

The County Council received 14,483 on-time applications this year – an increase of 66 applications 
compared to the number received for places in September 2020 (14,417).

The admissions team is now busy processing primary school applications with offers due to go out to 
parents on 16 April 2021.

EXTRA HELP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN CRISIS
Hampshire County Council has agreed additional funding to extend support for young
People attending hospital emergency departments (ED) due to mental health or substance misuse 
issues, or involvement in violence, to help improve their health and wellbeing and reduce the risk of 
becoming involved in future violence

Following the success of a pilot project led by youth charity, No Limits, at Southampton General 
Hospital, additional funding from the County Council will enable similar support to be provided at both 
Winchester and Basingstoke hospital emergency departments, for those up to the age of 25.

A326 (SOUTH) JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS
The multi-million pound improvements to the A326 are jointly funded by the Solent Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Fawley Waterside Limited and will improve the network capacity and accessibility, to 
help reduce traffic delays along this busy arterial corridor. Hampshire County Council is leading the 
delivery of the works. The main works are due to commence in the late spring for approximately 18 
months. They will be delivered in two phases, and include eight A326 junctions between Blackfield 
and Dibden as follows:

Phase 1:
•Long Lane / A326 (Holbury Roundabout) - widening of approaches and exit lanes;
•Hardley Roundabout - widening of approaches and exit lanes;
•Dibden Roundabout - widening of approaches and exit lanes and new pedestrian crossing.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/25022021HCCbudgetdecisionFeb2021


Phase 2:
•Applemore Roundabout (Sizer Way) - widening of approaches and exit lanes;
•Blackfield Road / Church Lane/B3053 - new signalised junction and crossing facilities;
•A326 / Holbury Drove - new southbound right-turn and pedestrian crossing facilities;
•A326 / Southbourne Avenue - new southbound right-turn facility;
•Dibden Purlieu Roundabout - widening of approaches and exit lanes.

Further information about the project can be found on our scheme webpage, via this link:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/transportschemes/a326southfawleywaterside

For all other enquiries regarding the project please email: major.schemes@hants.gov.uk
with the subject line clearly marked, ‘A326 Fawley (South) Junction Improvements.
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